


BOOKS AND MOVIES BY JIM STOVALL

The Ultimate Gift
The Ultimate Life

The Ultimate Journey
The Ultimate Legacy
The Millionaire Map

The Ultimate Financial Plan
Ultimate Hindsight
The Gift of a Legacy
A Christmas Snow

Success Secrets of Super Achievers
Today’s the Day!

The Art of Learning and Self-Development
The Art of Productivity
The Art of Presentation

The Art of Communication
The Financial Crossroads

Ultimate Productivity
Keeper of the Flame

The Lamp
Poems, Quotes, and Things to Think About

Wisdom of the Ages
Discovering Joye
Top of the Hill

One Season of Hope
Wisdom for Winners Volume 1, 2, 3, 4

WISDOM_for_Winners_4_V3.indd   4 9/9/17   1:46 PM



© Copyright 2018 – The Napoleon Hill Foundation and Jim Stovall

All rights reserved. This book is protected by the copyright laws of the 
United States of America. This book may not be copied or reprinted for 
commercial gain or profit. The use of short quotations or occasional page 
copying for personal or group study is permitted and encouraged. Permis-
sion will be granted upon request. 

SOUND WISDOM
P.O. Box 310
Shippensburg, PA 17257-0310

International rights inquiries please contact The Napoleon Hill Foundation 
at 276-328-6700
Email: napoleonhill@uvawise.edu

For more information on foreign distributors, call 717-532-3040.
Or reach us on the Internet: www.soundwisdom.com

ISBN 13 TP: 978-1-64095-000-9
ISBN 13 EBook: 978-1-64095-001-6

For Worldwide Distribution, Printed in the U.S.A.
1 2 3 4 5 6 / 21 20 19 18 

Cover/Jacket design by Eileen Rockwell
Interior design by Terry Clifton

WISDOM_for_Winners_4_V3.indd   6 9/9/17   1:46 PM



Contents

Foreword . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9

Introspection . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13

Time and Traditions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .63

Financial Finesse  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 107

Role Modeling . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 141

Signs of Success  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 167

About the Author . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .205

WISDOM_for_Winners_4_V3.indd   7 9/9/17   1:46 PM



Foreword

PerhaPs you are one of the millions of PeoPle who have 

enjoyed the more than 30 books written by Jim Stovall over 
the years. You may have even watched one of the movies that 
were made from Jim Stovall’s books. Jim’s best-selling book, The 
Ultimate Gift, with more than five million copies sold, was one 
of the books made into a movie. The Ultimate Gift movie grossed 
over $110 million.

And perhaps you have read the first three editions of Wisdom 
for Winners. If so, you know the wit and wisdom that awaits 
you in this fourth volume—and you won’t be disappointed. 
When Jim Stovall writes a column on wealth and life, he does 
so with authority. 

Jim Stovall’s Wisdom for Winners is a collection of columns 
that millions of people have read over the years. His wisdom 
and experience on a particular subject provide a great amount 
of credibility to his writings. Even though Jim has written sev-
eral articles on overcoming adversity, perhaps for those who 
do not know his background, a little personal information is 
worth knowing. Jim aspired to be an NFL player and he had 
the mental and physical capabilities to be a success. Also, Jim 
was a heavy-weight Olympic weight lifter, but his plans took a 
serious challenge. 
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While attending Oral Roberts University, Jim was diagnosed 
with muscular degeneration, which led to him becoming blind. 
Tutored by his girlfriend, Jim graduated. Most people going 
blind would just give up and seek government assistance. Not 
Jim. He told his dad (who was an employee of Oral Roberts 
University) that he wanted to work for himself. Jim’s father intro-
duced Jim to Lee Braxton, a large financial contributor to Oral 
Roberts University. 

Jim was fortunate to be introduced to Braxton, as he was 
a great example of overcoming adversity and founder of many 
successful companies, including a bank. Lee Braxton was also a 
close friend of Napoleon Hill and delivered Hill’s eulogy when 
he died in 1970. Braxton had used the principles found in Napo-
leon Hill’s book Think and Grow Rich, and not only learned 
them, but took action. Braxton introduced Jim Stovall to Think 
and Grow Rich, which helped him become successful in financial 
and personal matters. 

You will certainly be rewarded for reading Jim Stovall’s 
columns on the value of wealth, learning is a life-long process, 
mastering your time, doing your best, looking for opportunities, 
what is important in life, and many other articles found in this 
volume of Wisdom for Winners. 

While Jim’s columns often provide financial advice, his col-
umns also cover important topics such as “What is Important 
in Life.” Jim gives advice on giving that creates a legacy for the 
giver. Jim tells us that while budgeting our money and making 
investments can benefit our family, it can also put us in a posi-
tion to help others. 

A favorite quote of mine from Stovall’s The Millionaire Map, 
published by Sound Wisdom, simply states, “Never accept a 
map from someone who has not been where you want to go.” If 
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you would consider that simple statement and the good advice 
behind it, it could make the difference between you being suc-
cessful, or just being one of the majority of people who are not. 

Jim also wrote a book titled The Financial Crossroads: The 
Intersection of Money and Life, co-authored with Timothy J. 
Maurer, a certified financial planner. Jim reminds his readers 
that being motivated is useless if you do not know what to do. 
Knowing what to do is useless unless you are motivated to act. 

Jim Stovall writes from his own personal experiences. For 
example, Jim has provided 500 scholarships for students attend-
ing Oral Roberts University. Jim has made many contributions, 
such as the articles you are about to read. Jim gave his many col-
umns to the nonprofit Napoleon Hill Foundation to raise funds 
to provide scholarships for the University of Virginia’s College at 
Wise. The Napoleon Hill Foundation also does prison work and 
has worked to make the success principles available around the 
world to make the world a better place in which to live. 

I hope you enjoy the book, one column of wisdom at a time. 
Steve Forbes, publisher of Forbes magazine, calls Jim, “One of 
the most outstanding men of this era.”

—Don M. Green, executive director of the Napoleon Hill 
Foundation, board member of the University of Virginia/Wise, 

and president of the University of Virginia/Wise Foundation.
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play It agaIn

aPProximately one in a thousand books written ever 

gets published and makes it to the bestseller list, and approx-
imately one in a thousand books on the bestseller list are ever 
made into a movie, which is about the same odds of having a 
successful book and a sequel; therefore, I was grateful and hum-
ble as this 33rd book was released. Wisdom for Winners Volume 
4 is a sequel to Wisdom for Winners released through my pub-
lisher Sound Wisdom in conjunction with The Napoleon Hill 
Foundation. (Visit www.JimStovallBooks.com.) 

I also owe a great debt of gratitude to you. The popularity 
of my weekly columns for 20 years is sustained because of the 
readers, and these new books are made up of a compilation of 
my weekly columns put together by Don Green who runs The 
Napoleon Hill Foundation and also wrote the Foreword to all 
four volumes. 

All of the profits from each volume of Wisdom for Winners 
is being donated to The Napoleon Hill Foundation. I am very 
pleased and excited to be able to support their work because the 
work of Napoleon Hill which began a century ago has contrib-
uted mightily to my success and the success of untold people 
around the world. 

Napoleon Hill was best known for his landmark book titled 
Think and Grow Rich. Dr. Hill was among the first to declare 
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that wealth was not a product of luck or being born into the 
right family, but instead, wealth was the natural result of think-
ing and acting in certain prescribed and logical ways. 

Napoleon Hill didn’t merely guess or speculate how someone 
could be successful and create wealth. Instead, he approached 
Andrew Carnegie, one of the wealthiest men of the day, and 
asked him the key to success. Carnegie encouraged Hill to dis-
cover the keys himself and share them with the world. Carnegie 
opened the door for Hill by introducing him to Thomas Edi-
son, Henry Ford, Alexander Graham Bell, and hundreds of the 
most successful people of the day. The result of two decades 
of compiling and condensing this wisdom was Napoleon Hill’s 
masterpiece Think and Grow Rich. That book paved the way for 
virtually all success and personal development writers, including 
me, for decades to come. 

If you took all the money in the world and divided it up 
equally among everyone, within a few short years, the people 
who are enjoying wealth today would be wealthy again; and 
those who are now living in poverty would be poor again. 
Knowledge is the key to wealth. Not money.

As you go through your day today, seek wisdom instead of 
money, and you will have both.

Today’s the day! 
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Change your MInd 
and your lIFe

behavioral scientists have long debated whether we are 

most impacted by nature or nurture. The argument is made 
up of professionals who believe we are products of our genetic 
makeup and those who believe we are molded by our environ-
ment. As a student of behavioral science, it’s impossible for me 
to imagine we are not impacted both by our DNA as well as the 
world around us. 

The element that most scientists overlook is that we all have 
the ability to change our minds. We can be born with certain 
abilities or disabilities but decide to pursue a myriad of possibil-
ities within our lives. As a blind person myself due to a genetic 
disorder, I am limited in how I do certain things far more than 
which things I choose to do. I have written more than 30 books, 
and eight of them have been made into movies or are in produc-
tion now. This means I write books I can’t see that are made into 
movies I can’t watch. 

Recently, there have been extensive studies of twins who 
grew up in homes with alcoholic parents. These studies revealed 
that, given the same genetic makeup and environment, one sib-
ling might become an incurable alcoholic while the other twin 
might choose to never touch a drop of alcohol throughout their 
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life. We are impacted by our genetics and environment, but we 
get to choose how we are impacted. 

My late, great colleague and mentor Dr. Wayne Dyer bought 
a house on the beach in a new development in Hawaii. Every day 
as Dr. Dyer walked on the beach, he encountered new neigh-
bors who were moving into the development. One morning he 
confronted a gentleman who had just moved to Hawaii from 
New Jersey. The gentleman asked Dr. Dyer, “What are people 
like here? Are they friendly?” Dr. Dyer considered it a moment 
and then asked, “What are people like where you come from?” 
The gentleman blurted out, “They are rude, thoughtless, and 
annoying.” Dr. Dyer responded, “You’ll find people to be about 
the same here.”

As Dr. Dyer continued his walk, he was confronted by an 
elderly lady who had just relocated from Nebraska. She asked, 

“Are the residents here nice?” Dr. Dyer inquired, “Are people nice 
where you come from?” She smiled and said, enthusiastically, 

“Yes! People in Nebraska are friendly, giving, and loving.” Dr. 
Dyer smiled and stated, “You’ll find people here in Hawaii to 
be just the same.”

Environment and heredity determine where we start, but we 
determine where we finish. 

As you go through your day today, embrace the good, reject 
the bad, and create the life you want.

Today’s the day! 
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Be a FanatIC

recently, i heard several colleagues engaging in a con-

versation about a competitor in our industry. They described this 
individual as a “fanatic.” He was, in turn, said to be “over-the-
top,” “out-of-control,” and “absolutely outrageous.” I thought 
about these descriptions and realized that in the proper context, 
these are success traits that I admire. I am not, in this case, refer-
ring to those misguided souls and evil people whose fanaticism 
damages or destroys others; but instead, in this context, fanati-
cism refers to a passion and enthusiasm shared by top performers. 

I have written a book titled Ultimate Hindsight (www.Jim-
StovallBooks.com) In this book, I share advice that I have 
received from more than 100 top performers in the fields of busi-
ness, sports, politics, and entertainment regarding things they 
know now that they wish they had known when they began. 

To someone on the outside looking in, each of these peak 
performers could be described as a fanatic. I think we all should 
be fanatical about the right things at the right time. I hope 
you’re fanatical about your spouse, your children, your career, 
and your country. 

I am a huge fan of sports. The term is actually a derivative of 
fanatic. At any given time at football stadiums, basketball are-
nas, or baseball diamonds, you will see otherwise reserved and 
orderly people jumping up and down, screaming wildly, wearing 
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outrageous costumes, painting their faces, or other fanatical 
behavior. We do not generally find it to be strange that those 
people are fanatical in those times and places. 

All of us should be surrounded by people and engaged in 
pursuits that bring us unbridled energy, outrageous optimism, 
and simple joy. Life is too short to live any other way. It’s not a 
question of should we be fanatical or not. It’s a matter of all of 
us becoming fanatical about the right things. 

I remember having the privilege of meeting champion golfer 
Lee Trevino. He described the grueling grind of the professional 
golf tour involving an unbelievable schedule of travel, publicity 
commitments, and high-pressure golf tournaments week after 
week. He went on to explain that each year, at the end of the sea-
son, he would stagger home, throw his golf clubs in the garage, 
and declare, “I’m never playing golf again!” Mr. Trevino then 
said he generally slept for 18 hours, spent some quality time with 
his wife and family, and then rushed out into the garage, threw 
his golf clubs into the trunk of his car, and raced toward the 
nearest golf course. Golf is Lee Trevino’s vocation and avocation. 
It is his job, his hobby, and his passion.

The greatest wish I could have for you is that you find some-
thing to do with your life that turns you into a fanatic.

As you go through your day today, don’t eliminate or dilute 
your fanaticism. Just refocus it.

Today’s the day!
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lunCh at the whIte house

all of us have milestones and memories along life’s jour-

ney that can serve to remind us where we’ve been, where we are, 
and where we are going. I had the privilege of accepting an invi-
tation to have lunch at the White House. I chose to look upon 
it as more of a patriotic than a political experience. As I walked 
through the gates and entered into the West Wing of the White 
House, I realized that the moment would be indelibly printed in 
my mental scrapbook of my own success journey. 

Over a quarter of a century ago, I woke up one morning and 
instantly realized that I had lost the remainder of my sight, and 
I knew I would live the rest of my life as a blind person. The 
thoughts, doubts, and fears that came over me that morning 
would be impossible to describe to you. I was 29 years old, had 
never met a blind person, and I didn’t have a clue what I was 
going to do with the rest of my life. 

The only plan I could come up with that fateful morning 
involved moving into a little 9- by 12-foot room in the back of 
my house where I literally thought I would live out the rest of my 
life. The thought of traveling millions of miles and speaking to 
millions of people in arena events, running a television network 
with more than 1,000 stations, writing over 30 books and having 
six of them turned into major motion pictures, or writing weekly 
columns read by countless people around the world seemed as 
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foreign to me as going to the moon. I simply could not imagine 
it as I sat in my 9- by 12-foot self-imposed prison. 

Each day, we all get to decide who we are and what we are 
going to do. I am still that person trapped in a 9- by 12-foot 
room just as much as I am the person who has received an 
Emmy Award, a gold medal, the International Humanitarian 
honor, and had lunch at the White House. 

Our memories can take us back to the very best or the very 
worst places in our past. We can revisit all of the thoughts and 
emotions that brought us either success or failure. We choose 
daily which page in the scrapbook to revisit. If you choose 
the mountain-top moments to replay in your mind, you will 
find yourself moving from victory to victory. If you wallow in 
the memories of your defeats, you are destined to relive them. 
Charles Dickens may have said it best when he wrote, “It was the 
best of times, it was the worst of times.” 

As you go through your day today, remember the mountain-
top or the White House.

Today’s the day! 
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elevate your MInd

i hate to be the one to give you the bad news, but life is 

not fair. Life is great, it’s grand, and it’s wonderful, as well as 
being the only game in town—but it’s not fair. We don’t always 
get what we want, need, or even deserve, but we will always 
eventually get what we expect.

Our vision drives our expectations, which drives our perfor-
mance, which creates our results. You cannot outperform the 
vision you have of yourself. You may think it odd to be getting 
advice from a blind person about vision; however, vision is the 
opposite in many ways of sight. Sight tells you where you are 
and what’s around you. Vision tells you where you could be and 
what is possible. 

My mentor and friend Jack Nicklaus often says, “I never hit a 
successful golf shot until I visualize it in my mind going exactly 
where I want it to go.” 

In order to supercharge our vision, we often need to get away 
from the mundane and ordinary elements of life to explore the 
realm of possibility. Pablo Picasso said, “Art washes away from 
the soul the dust of everyday life.” Oftentimes, we get so caught 
up in maintaining the status quo that we forget to consider the 
universe of options and opportunities. It’s easy to become so 
busy making a living that we forget to make a life. 
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There are certain works of literature and pieces of music that 
can elevate my thinking and get me away from the day-to-day 
routine of responsibilities. It’s important, periodically, to rise 
above the fray, gain a new perspective, and evaluate your course. 
Habits are good and can serve us well within our daily routine, 
but we must form an additional habit of re-examining the rou-
tine so that we can be not only productive but creative. 

My friend and colleague Paula Marshall and I wrote a 
book together entitled The Executive Entrepreneur. Paula is the 
third-generation CEO of a multimillion dollar, multinational 
company, and I am a startup entrepreneur. Paula and I discov-
ered that executives need elements of entrepreneurship to stay 
current and creative, and entrepreneurs need executive training 
to manage what they have built. 

As you go through your day today, take care of the here and 
now, but consider the realm of possibilities.

Today’s the day!
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FIrst world and thIrd 
world proBleMs

i’ve been writing my weekly columns for 20 years. when 

I first began writing Winners’ Wisdom, it only appeared in the 
local business journal in my hometown. Then it began to grow 
as more newspapers and magazines picked up my weekly effort. 
The popularity of the column seemed to reach critical mass 
at about the same time online publications became available 
around the world. Today via newspapers, magazines, and online 
publications, my weekly efforts are read in virtually every part 
of the world by people from diverse backgrounds, faiths, and 
socioeconomic groups. 

Many readers take advantage of the contact information and 
email me. I have had ongoing correspondence with a number of 
readers for many years. Some of them live in the United States 
as I do, but many others live in remote parts of the globe that I 
had not previously known of. Extensive travel and contact with 
all types of people offer a new perspective. 

Here in America, it is easy to confuse problems with incon-
veniences. When your cell phone drops a call, your car battery 
dies, or a telemarketer phones you while you’re eating dinner, 
this is not a crisis nor is it even a problem. It is an inconvenience. 

Here in America, we struggle against obesity in a world that is 
malnourished. We run promotional ads for people to drink water 
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and remain hydrated when a major cause of death and disease 
worldwide is lack of clean drinking water. We complain about 
traffic when, worldwide, many people do not know the benefits 
or even the convenience of being able to travel where they want 
to go at any time. If you and I can keep a worldwide perspective 
and be mindful of third world problems, we can eliminate much 
of the annoyance we feel with first world inconveniences. 

I have met a number of people who have relocated to the 
United States from third world countries. Many of them are 
entrepreneurs who attend my speaking events. Their success 
within our free enterprise system can put many native-born 
Americans to shame when you realize these transplanted 
entrepreneurs deal with many language and cultural barriers 
unknown to the rest of us. 

Our country is far from perfect, and there are many chal-
lenges we need to face and resolve, but may we never forget 
that the whole world would love to trade their problems for our 
inconveniences and live the dream life that we, too often, take 
for granted.

As you go through your day today, try to overlook inconve-
niences and help others who have real problems.

Today’s the day!
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the gratItude gIFt

in our commercialized, media-driven society, the holi-

day season has become something urgent instead of something 
important. My late, great friend and mentor Dr. Stephen Covey 
taught us all in his book The 7 Habits of Highly Effective People 
that important things are activities that are vital to us, our loved 
ones, and the things we care about. Urgent things are activities 
that are thrust at us or upon us by outside forces and have noth-
ing to do with what really matters to us. 

The holiday season begins earlier every year if you follow the 
commercial ads and media hype. I fear it won’t be long until the 
blessed holidays of our ancestors will become year-’round sales 
and marketing opportunities. Thanksgiving should be focused 
on family, fun, food, festivities, and faith. It is not necessarily a 
time to get more, have more, and consume more; but instead, 
it is a time to be thankful for what we already have been given. 

Several years ago I wrote a book titled The Ultimate Gift 
and the movie based on that novel. I have written more than 30 
books, and eight of them have been turned into movies with two 
more in production. But with all of those messages and stories, 
The Ultimate Gift stands out, and within that little novel, one 
simple message has probably resonated with more people than 
any other. That is, simply, The Gift of Gratitude. Gratitude is 
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rarely thought of as a gift we receive but it may be among the 
most important and beneficial ideals we can embrace. 

Within The Gift of Gratitude chapter in The Ultimate Gift, 
I share a concept that has proved to be powerful and enduring 
for countless people around the world. I simply call this concept 
The Golden List. I was introduced to The Golden List by my 
grandmother when I was very young. Apparently, my parents 
were dealing with a family crisis involving hospitalization, and 
I was spending several days with my grandparents in another 
state. As the story has been related to me over the years, I was 
very unhappy and upset about being away from my parents, my 
friends, and my toys, so I guess I was complaining a lot. 

My grandmother changed my life and, in turn, the lives of 
untold numbers of people around the world when she said, “You 
can complain all you want just as soon as we fill out your Golden 
List.” She took out a blank sheet of paper, titled it the Golden 
List, and encouraged me to name ten things I was thankful for 
as she wrote them down. This seemingly insignificant exercise 
is revolutionary. 

I found it impossible then—as I do today a half-cen-
tury later—to list ten things for which I was thankful and 
then complain about anything. The very process of calling to 
mind and putting onto paper what we are thankful for makes 
our complaints, concerns, and cares of the day simply fade 
into insignificance. 

As you go through your day today, give yourself and those 
you love the Gift of Gratitude and The Golden List. 

Today’s the day!
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the power oF deConstruCtIon

if you live in an urban or metroPolitan area, you have 

likely observed the process of a building being torn down to 
make room for a new building to be located in the same spot. 
Often, valuable pieces of property are covered by rundown or 
decaying buildings that are keeping the underlying value from 
being available and apparent. 

This is true in our own lives as we often get into certain 
habits and patterns that become permanent fixtures without us 
making conscious decisions or even being aware that it is hap-
pening. Some of the most important decisions in our lives are 
made randomly whether we realize it or not. It is likely that you 
live in an area, work in an organization, and have established 
friendships and other relationships based more upon happen-
stance than proactive decisions. 

From time to time, I like to look at every area of my life 
and go through a process I call deconstruction. Deconstruction 
involves answering simple questions that unravel the complex-
ities in our past that have brought us to where we are in the 
present moment. Deconstruction questions might include: Why 
do you live where you live? What brought you to that location, 
and why have you stayed there? Why do you work in the field 
and at the organization where you work? What were the contacts 
and connections that resulted in the career you have today?
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I have met many people who answered an employment ad 
decades ago and accepted a job in a certain field that required 
them to move to a new area where they and their family have 
been for many years. Deconstruction will reveal the random 
nature of the decisions that have resulted in major outcomes in 
their personal and professional lives without them even being 
aware of it. 

If you go through the process of deconstruction and then 
determine you like and value where you are, this is a great out-
come, and the deconstruction process has served you well. It’s 
much like going to the doctor for a checkup and determining 
everything is okay. On the other hand, the process of decon-
struction might reveal that you would be happier or more 
productive in another job, in another industry, located in a dif-
ferent city, state, or even country. Life is dynamic with many 
options and opportunities, but if we’re not careful, inertia can 
take over, and we find ourselves a long way down a road we had 
never intended to travel. 

It has been said that an unexamined life is not worth living. 
You may initially find the process of deconstruction somewhat 
uncomfortable or disturbing as it challenges established elements 
of your life, but once you fully explore the process, you will 
emerge with a new sense of control and possibility that had not 
existed previously. 

A person who does not make choices or a person who doesn’t 
realize they have choices is no better off than someone who 
doesn’t have any choices at all. 

As you go through your day today, consider deconstruction 
as a way to clear space for future greatness.

Today’s the day! 
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InspIratIon and perspIratIon

as the author of almost 40 books, eight of which have 

been turned into movies, I am often asked where I find the 
inspiration for the stories. While I would never discount the 
importance of ideas that occur to me or any other creative per-
son, I would have to admit that the process of creating any 
artistic endeavor is simply hard work.

We’ve all heard the stories or legends about great writers, 
artists, poets, or other creative individuals who go to their pro-
verbial mountaintops and come back with a masterpiece fully 
formed. Every great writer I have ever spoken with confirms that 
they spend a lot of time agonizing as they stare at a blank page. 
Ernest Hemingway stated sarcastically, “Writing is easy. All you 
do is open up a vein and bleed.”

The creative process is difficult and takes a toll on the person 
attempting to birth something worthy of an audience. The great 
painter Jean Renaud painted every day, and when his arthritis 
became so advanced that he could not hold a brush, he tied 
paintbrushes to his hands. The legendary composer, Joseph 
Hayden, rose every day at dawn to write music. When he was 
unable to come up with anything, he did the rosary until he 
was able to find a melody to write. Leo Tolstoy wrote War and 
Peace seven times. Only those who have read this voluminous 
work of literature can truly appreciate that feat. Sir Isaac Newton, 
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when working on a theory, was said to “keep the problem con-
stantly before his mind.” This is a trait that all successful artists 
and creative people embrace. They simply will not let the idea 
go away, and they are committed to subduing an idea before it 
subdues them. 

Many aspiring writers, composers, artists, and others some-
how mistakenly believe that there is an inspirational force that 
will descend upon them, making it possible for them to effort-
lessly bring forth an enduring masterpiece. Like anything else in 
life, once you know the true facts, you can count the cost and 
determine whether or not you want to pay the price.

I have been a successful athlete, investor, and entrepreneur, 
pursuing many endeavors, but I can honestly say that writing is 
one of the most difficult and rewarding things I have ever done. 
I do not like the process of writing, but I love the process of hav-
ing written. Writing has been one of the greatest challenges and 
greatest gifts in my life. I hope you will make the commitment 
to pursue the passion in your life, and you just might change 
the world.

As you go through your day today, look for creative genius at 
the end of a lot of hard work.

Today’s the day!
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new lIFe

new life is a Powerful concePt and Possibility in every 

area of our existence as well as the title of a new movie that I am 
very proud to be associated with. (Visit: http://bit.ly/NL_Order.) 
We can experience a new life in any aspect of our world includ-
ing our friends, our family, our faith, our finances, or our fitness. 

The first step to experiencing a new life is to release the old 
life. Our world abhors a vacuum. Once you make space in any 
area of your physical, mental, or spiritual life, something new 
can fill that space, but it is impossible to get something for noth-
ing. A seed must die for a new plant to grow. That plant will 
bloom and create new seeds which, in turn, must die to keep the 
cycle of growth and life moving ahead into the future.

The New Life movie concept came to me from an industry 
colleague named Drew Waters. I met Drew when he was starring 
in a movie based on my book The Ultimate Life. That movie 
involved a flashback to follow the early life of Red Stevens who 
may be the most iconic character I ever created in any of my 
books. Red Stevens was played magnificently in The Ultimate 
Gift by legendary actor James Garner, so the thought of having 
someone else play that character as a younger man seemed awk-
ward and uncomfortable to me. Then I met Drew Waters and 
got to experience him bringing to life a younger version of the 
character that Mr. Garner had embodied in an earlier movie.
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Drew and I were at a red carpet movie premiere event for 
The Ultimate Life when he turned to me and said, “I’ve got a 
story for a film that I’ve got to share with you.” I was absolutely 
mesmerized by the story as you will be when you watch the New 
Life movie, but I was concerned when Drew told me he was 
not going to act in the film but would, instead, be making his 
directing debut on the project. My concerns were unfounded 
when I experienced the same energy Drew had brought to The 
Ultimate Life as an actor in every scene of the New Life movie as 
he directed it. 

The film is a story of love, loss, legacy, learning, and expe-
riencing new life. I am very pleased that my company, the 
Narrative Television Network, combined forces with Drew’s 
production team so the 13 million blind and visually impaired 
Americans and their families as well as millions more around the 
world will be able to experience this powerful new movie.

I fervently hope you and your family will enjoy New Life as 
an entertaining movie experience, but also as a catalyst to reex-
amine your priorities and move to a higher level in every aspect 
of your existence.

As you go through your day today, leave the past behind, 
and step into a new life.

Today’s the day!
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elevatIng your MInd

i’m a firm believer that we all move toward our most 

immediate dominant thought, and we become what we think 
about all day. When I consider the news reports as well as the 
movies, television, and videogames that people allow to fill 
their minds, I’m actually surprised the world is as stable and 
well-functioning as it is. 

We all understand the phrase “Garbage in, garbage out” 
because we know that the computers that run our personal and 
professional lives merely store and reconfigure the information 
that we input. There are so many informative, uplifting, and 
inspiring things in our world that there is no excuse for having 
a brain full of chaotic, pessimistic garbage.

Most of us live within a convenient driving distance from 
a public library. Most libraries today actually offer download-
able selections online free-of-charge. Local colleges, universities, 
and civic organizations offer a number of informative cultural 
experiences and lectures. Even in the modern media amid 
the sea of mediocrity, there are many highly-educational and 
enlightening programs. 

According to the American Alliance of Museums, there are 
approximately 850 million visits to American museums each 
year, more than all major league sporting events and theme 
parks combined. Over 2,000 museums offer free admission to 
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active military personnel and their families, and many others 
offer free admission or deep discounts for children, students, and 
senior citizens. 

There is simply no excuse for remaining ignorant or cultur-
ally deprived in our world today. Unfortunately, as a society, we 
are intellectually starving to death in the midst of the greatest 
intellectual and cultural smorgasbord the world has ever known. 

I believe that the thing we measure is the thing that will 
move and grow. If you want to improve your physical fitness 
level, you need to be able to measure and monitor your diet and 
exercise. If you want to change your intellectual and cultural 
fitness, you need to begin to track and record your participation 
in the experiences that will bring you the results you seek. The 
act of simply putting a library visit or museum tour on your 
weekly calendar can begin to tip the scales in your favor as you 
reprogram your mind.

Change happens when we take control of our environ-
ment and current situation. You and I have more than enough 
resources to be informed, inspired, and enlightened. 

In ancient times, the great library in Alexandria was located 
on the trade routes that connected Europe, Africa, and Asia. It 
was said that all the knowledge and the wisdom of the world was 
stored in that one location. The great library in Alexandria pales 
in comparison to the resources you and I have at our fingertips 
by accessing our computer, smart phone, or library card. 

As you go through your day today, put your mind on a 
health food diet.

Today’s the day!
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agendas and InForMatIon

my late, great mentor lee braxton, who taught me much 

of what I know about business, always said, “In every transac-
tion or business deal, each party involved has an angle or motive.” 
Mr. Braxton went on to explain that having an angle or a motive 
is actually positive, and any person you are dealing with who 
doesn’t have an obvious angle or motive should be very suspect. 

In a capitalistic, free enterprise system, profit motive and 
success angles are valid and important. In much the same way 
everyone in a business deal has a motive, everyone who offers 
you information has an agenda. It does not make their agenda 
bad or in any way antagonistic, but you must always remem-
ber that everyone who communicates with you has a reason or 
agenda for their communication.

My late, great friend and colleague Paul Harvey, arguably 
the most respected news professional of his time, told me that 
the way to control the flow of news is not to introduce your own 
bias into the story as much as deciding which stories will be told. 
By virtue of the fact that someone is telling you something, they 
are instantly communicating their belief that whatever they are 
telling you is worthy of your time and attention. 

There was a time when all that anyone needed to discern 
from news or information was the simple question, “What is the 
story?” Then with the advent of numerous news and information 
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sources, some being less than reputable, it became important to 
ask, “Who is telling the story?” Now with the world filled with 
a variety of individuals with differing agendas clamoring for our 
attention, it is important to ask ourselves, “Why are they telling 
me this story?”

Understanding a person’s bias or agenda is the basis for very 
positive and constructive communication. It is impossible for 
anyone to be free of bias. Their experience and beliefs create 
the perspective from which they are communicating. You and 
I have biases and perspectives on everything around us. Often, 
the most honest communication begins with revealing our own 
bias, but just because someone doesn’t reveal their bias or even 
admit that they have one, does not mean that there isn’t a hidden 
bias or agenda. 

When a salesperson calls on you, he has a bias toward his 
product and an agenda to sell it to you. A politician has a bias 
toward her position and an agenda to get your support. This 
is normal, healthy, and natural—until someone starts sharing 
questionable information with a hidden bias. Beware of anyone 
who doesn’t seem to have a bias, a motive, or an agenda.

As you go through your day today, always be aware of your 
own bias, agenda, and motives as well as those of other people. 

Today’s the day!
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the ultIMate legaCy

the beginning of a new year or any other milestone on 

the calendar gives us the opportunity to look back and to 
look forward. 

As we peer into our past, it is best to focus on two areas: 
great memories we want to savor and important lessons we have 
learned from the life we have lived. Unfortunately, too often, we 
dwell on mistakes we have made and failures we have experi-
enced and avoid the lesson we have learned. Those who do not 
learn from history are destined to repeat it.

As we look into our future, it is productive to set goals and 
objectives that we want to reach. If you take this process to its 
extreme, you will be planning your legacy. Planning how you 
wish to be remembered and what you want to leave behind is a 
great way to live your life. 

The movie based on one of my novels was released on 
DVD—The Ultimate Legacy that stars Raquel Welch, Brian 
Dennehy, and Ali Hillis. It is the story of a wealthy and prom-
inent woman, played by Raquel Welch, who discovers she has 
only one month to live. This creates a sense of urgency for her to 
establish her legacy. This exercise could benefit all of us whether 
we’ve got a month or a century to live. 
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My late, great friend and colleague Dr. Stephen Covey 
often said, “Begin with the end in mind.” Following Dr. Cov-
ey’s advice will cause you to live your life on purpose and with 
a mission. 

I remember boarding a flight in Maui, Hawaii, that was 
headed back to the mainland. It was sunny, beautiful, and 82 
degrees when we boarded the flight. Approximately eleven hours 
later, the plane landed in Chicago in the middle of a blizzard 
where it was 4 degrees below zero. I remember one elderly couple 
boarding the plane in Hawaii carrying their winter coats, scarves, 
and hats. While they were the object of some good-natured jok-
ing as the plane boarded in Maui, they were the objects of great 
envy and respect when the plane landed, and everyone faced 
blizzard conditions.

It is often hard to know what to do in the short term, but if 
you can spot a landmark or get a reliable compass reading, you 
can insure your journey will end well. Ancient sailors were often 
blown far from their original course, but if they could spot the 
North Star, they knew they could recalibrate their course and 
reach their destination. 

If you can cherish your past victories while learning from 
your mistakes, as you plan your future which will culminate in 
your legacy, your priorities for today will become much more 
clear and easy to prioritize.

As you go through your day today, learn from your past, 
build your legacy, and enjoy it all.

Today’s the day! 
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