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PREFACE

Success is one of the most difficult words in the English lan-
guage to define. To you it may mean fame and personal 

power, to another it may be the acquisition of a million dollars, 
to many it is a happy home filled to capacity with love. What-
ever your own personal definition of success may be, you will 
discover much to ponder in the pages of this book.

Since its first issue in 1954, Success Unlimited magazine has 
been guided by the philosophy, principles and personal efforts 
of one man—Editor and Publisher W. Clement Stone—and 
few living Americans write or speak on this subject of success 
with more authority or experience. His own success story tran-
scends, by far, the heroes of the Horatio Alger stories he read as 
a young man. Beginning as a newsboy on the streets of Chicago, 
Mr. Stone, who died at age 100 in 2002, applied many of the 
principles you will find in this book to amass and donate an 
estimated $275 million to various charitable organizations!

With such a man at its helm, it is inevitable that Success 
Unlimited attracts to its pages nearly every giant in the field 
of self-help and inspirational writing. �e best of their articles 
which have appeared in the magazine have been chosen for its 
first Treasury of Success Unlimited. You are about to meet people 
like Norman Vincent Peale, Napoleon Hill, Harold Sherman, 
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Preston Bradley, Ben Sweetland and dozens of others who will 
show you how to become a whole person—not just wealthy, but 
also healthy, happy and wise.

Oliver Wendell Holmes once said that many ideas grow 
better when they are transplanted to another mind. You are 
about to discover a treasure chest of success ideas. Just one of 
them could change your entire life! May the ones you transplant 
from the following pages to you grow strong and healthy within 
your mind and heart until you blossom into the person you’ve 
always wanted to become.

OG MANDINO
Executive Director, Success Unlimited 
In his mid-thirties, Og Mandino was an alcoholic contem-
plating suicide when he read Success �rough a Positive Mental 
Attitude by Napoleon Hill and W. Clement Stone. Over the 
next ten years he became an accomplished magazine editor, 
author of sixteen successful books, and sought-after speaker. In 
1996 he passed away at the age of 73.
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INTRODUCTION

by W. CLEMENT STONE 
Former Editor and Publisher, Success Unlimited 

Think and Grow Rich by Napoleon Hill was first published 
in 1937. Millions read it. I did too. It played an important 

part in motivating me and many thousands who were seeking 
happiness, health, power and wealth to achieve our objectives.

But there were hundreds of thousands of readers who found 
�ink and Grow Rich so extremely interesting to read that they 
were carried away by the stories it contained and therefore did 
not recognize, study and use the principles that were applica-
ble to themselves. Yes, they were momentarily inspired and 
undoubtedly benefited to some degree. But after reading the 
book, they failed to experience the success in life they had the 
capacity to achieve.

In 1952 I met Napoleon Hill for the first time. Because I 
had seen the power of �ink and Grow Rich change the lives of 
thousands of persons for the better, I encouraged him to come 
out of retirement and spend five years to complete his life’s 
work. He agreed on one condition … that I become his general 
manager. I accepted because I realized that it is seldom that one 
man can affect the lives of the masses of future generations.

It is no longer true that if you build the best mousetrap, a 
path will be beaten to your door. Today the best ideas, services 
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and products must be sold. By vocation I was a salesman and 
sales manager. I felt that I had a contribution to make in mar-
keting what we subsequently called the PMA (Positive Mental 
Attitude) concepts.

Principles: Use �em or You Lose �em 

During the ten years Napoleon Hill and I were associated, our 
lectures, books, movies, personal consultations and the maga-
zine Success Unlimited developed gratifying, effective, and often 
amazing results. �rough them we inspired and taught individ-
uals how to motivate themselves and others, at will, to acquire 
the true riches of life as well as monetary wealth and business 
success. We soon observed, however, that many individuals for-
got the principles. �ey did not learn and employ them well 
enough to develop them as habits of thought. �ey lost their 
inspiration … they stopped trying.

We realized that motivation (inspiration to action) is like a 
fire: the flames will be extinguished unless the fire is refueled. 
In 1954 vitamins were the rage. We conceived the idea of the 
monthly magazine Success Unlimited to supply regular mental 
vitamins to revitalize those who were seeking self-help and 
wished inspiration to keep the flames of their enthusiasm for 
self-development alive.

So in 1954 Napoleon Hill and I founded Success Unlimited. 
Because of the many requests for an anthology, this book, A 
Treasury of Success Unlimited, was compiled.

Follow a Successful Guide 

A Treasury of Success Unlimited can guide you to happiness, 
good physical and mental health, power and wealth. Like the 
book �ink and Grow Rich, each biography, editorial or story 
is interesting reading. Each contains a message especially for 
you. Each is designed to stimulate you to develop the unlimited 
power of your mind.
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�e many successful authors who themselves use the prin-
ciples of success revealed in their articles, and who, collectively, 
have influenced the lives of millions of persons for the better, 
give you guidelines which you can use to acquire happiness, good 
health and wealth, and eliminate unnecessary illness and misery.

We do not claim that the anthology in itself will bring hap-
piness, health, power and wealth. But we do know that if you 
are seeking these, you will generate new ideas and be persistently 
motivated toward your objectives as you read each chapter. Your 
life will be changed, for you will be motivated to read inspira-
tional, self-help books which are referred to—books which have 
already changed countless thousands of lives for the better. You 
will like the concepts of certain authors and will wish to read their 
works. In brief, you will recognize new opportunities that were 
not previously apparent to you. But most of all, when you have a 
good idea, you will be impelled to follow through with … action.

Are You Ready? 

Improved good health and happiness can be yours. Wealth … 
you can get it. Power … you have it within you. But you must 
decide whether you are willing to pay the price to extract and 
use the success principles necessary to acquire these riches to 
life. �e choice is yours and … yours alone.

Perhaps you are ready to discover and use gems of thought—
simple universal principles—contained in A Treasury of Success 
Unlimited. Perhaps you are not. If you are not ready, but wish to 
increase your happiness, physical and mental health, power and 
wealth, you can prepare yourself now by determining specifi-
cally what you really want to achieve or acquire. For when you 
know what your specific objectives are concerning your distant, 
intermediate and immediate goals, you will be more apt to rec-
ognize that which will help you achieve them.

If you have a sincere desire to achieve anything worthwhile 
in life, an affirmation answer to the following questions will 
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indicate that you are ready to get for yourself the most this book 
has to offer. Are you willing to pay the price:

To try to be honest with yourself and recognize your 
strengths and weaknesses? To try to engage in self-inspection 
with regularity? To try to discover how to develop desirable 
habits and eliminate those you are convinced are undesirable? 
To try to follow the rules revealed to you in this book which 
you yourself believe will help you to reach your distant, inter-
mediate and immediate goals? To try to recognize the principles 
that are applicable to you? If you are not willing to pay the 
price … if you are not ready … then enjoy the book. You’ll like 
it. In all probability your reaction will be such that you will 
then be ready to reread it and extract the principles that can 
help you bring your wishes into reality. For each chapter will be 
thought-provoking as each author endeavors to motivate you to 
desirable action.

Results Are What Count 

In 1952 I made a resolution. I resolved that I would not write 
an article, write a book or give a speech unless I endeavored 
to motivate the reader or member of my listening audience to 
desirable action. I haven’t failed to live up to that resolution. �is 
introductory to A Treasury of Success Unlimited is no exception. 
For I am attempting to motivate you to seek and find greater 
happiness, good mental and physical health, power and wealth, 
by suggesting you endeavor to recognize, relate, assimilate and 
use the principles contained in each chapter of this book.

I evaluate my work by the standard: Results are what count. 
I feel warranted in speaking with authority. �e type of mate-
rial used in this anthology has been instrumental in building 
Combined Insurance Company of America, of which I am 
president, into the largest company of its kind in the world. 
Every sales representative, office employee and shareholder 
in the Combined Group of Companies (which includes the 
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Combined Insurance Company of America, Combined Amer-
ican Insurance Company, Hearthstone Insurance Company 
of Massachusetts and First National Casualty Company) has 
received such information for many years. I have firsthand 
knowledge of its effectiveness.

Also, as president of the Chicago Boys Club, I have seen 
the lives of teenage boys who have been exposed to such inspi-
rational literature changed for the better.

Recidivism has been reduced in prisons where inspirational 
self-help books and Success Unlimited magazine have been fur-
nished to those who were incarcerated, and where they were 
instructed in the principles contained in this literature.

Letters from many subscribers in the United States and 
other parts of the world, whom I have not met, indicate the 
help and inspiration they have received from the magazine.

�erefore, from firsthand experience and testimonials I 
know that Success Unlimited has been a powerful influence in 
bringing happiness, health, power and wealth to those who had 
a sincere desire to achieve their specific objectives.

�e selected articles from Success Unlimited issues of the 
past, contained in A Treasury of Success Unlimited, can do for 
you what the magazine has done for others.
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YOU UNLIMITED

Of all knowledge the wise and good  
seek most to know themselves. 

—Shakespeare

A Treasury of Success Unlimited.indd   13 9/15/15   9:10 AM



15

Do you believe you have unlimited possibilities for happiness and 
success? You will, after you read…

YOU UNLIMITED
by DR. PRESTON BRADLEY 

Many years ago I was walking across the old Rush Street 
Bridge in Chicago with my coat-collar up and a cap 

pulled down over my eyes, and I bumped into a man who had 
on a heavy raincoat and was walking in the opposite direction, 
with his head down and his hat pulled over his eyes. I said, “I’m 
sorry, excuse me.” He said, “�at’s quite all right: I want to 
know if you like the rain, too.” I looked into his face and knew 
immediately, for it was not many evenings before that I had sat 
in a theater and had seen him in an interpretation of one of the 
great classic plays of our literature—the play of Peer Gynt—for 
the man to whom I was speaking, who became my friend until 
his death, was that fine, distinguished gentleman, scholar and 
great actor, Richard Mansfield, who had to struggle and fight to 
read that enviable position which he occupied in the American 
�eater as one of the great interpreters of the classics.

Mr. Mansfield never remembered when he did not want 
to become a great actor. As a child, like a great many children, 
he loved to mimic people. His mother opposed him in his 
ambition very bitterly. She wanted him to go into business and 
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follow the mercantile profession. �is was revolting to Mans-
field, and he played his first part when he was a lad of seventeen. 
His mother thought she would humiliate and embarrass him 
sufficiently so that he never would think of the theater again. 
At the opening performance of the play, in which he had a very 
minor part, she and two of her friends engaged seats not far 
from the front of the stage. When this boy, with his dreams of 
greatness in the theater—and at its best it is a noble profession, 
with great social and cultural values—came on in the play, he 
was publicly ridiculed by his mother. She taunted him! She and 
her friends laughed, whispered and did everything in the world 
they could to defeat him. He went through his part, but he 
said he went to his dressing room and wept bitterly. It seemed 
that the world had dropped away from him that he should be 
treated like that, but he said to himself: “I will take my life and 
develop every bit of it to the perfection of my art. No one can 
stop me. I believe that I have unlimited possibilities and I will 
do my best to develop them.” Nothing stopped him. Early in 
life he realized that he was not limited by any influence that 
could be constructed about him to defeat the highest purposes 
of his life.

Now, are we all constituted in such a way that our success in 
life consists of decreasing our limitations? Is it possible for us to 
have such a clear conception of what those limitations are that 
we can make it our supreme business to decrease them? Most 
of us are very poor critics of ourselves. We can easily criticize 
others and discover what is wrong with them, and we can easily 
build up an argument for our own side of the situation; but it 
is a far more difficult thing to be a self-critic—to take the situ-
ation that comes into our life and sit down with it frankly and 
say: “What did I do, or what have I said that has contributed to 
this situation?”

�ere is not a person reading this article who is living up 
to his or her own possibilities. If you feel in pretty much of a 
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chaos, frustrated, lots of trouble and worry, just turn the search-
light on yourself and you will discover an available source of 
power. When you open up the channels and the avenues for 
that power, it will flood your soul and you will find yourself 
developing strength and poise, a solidarity, a feeling of security, 
that nothing on earth can shake!

Is there jealousy in your heart? Is there envy? Opposition? 
Don’t expect a miracle if you retain an obstacle. �ere is some 
disciplining you must do. You have got to clear out the old fes-
tering sores of your heart. Perhaps you have lied about someone; 
perhaps you have been unkind; perhaps you have slandered and 
gossiped. Perhaps you have been “little” when you should have 
been “big.”

How can we transmit our ideals into action so that these 
ideals can have sway in our lives? Well, we have to begin in 
our own hearts. When we clear away all that clutters up the 
channels, the heart and mind are cleansed, the head becomes 
rarified and the old jealousies, animosities and hatreds are 
uprooted, and then, though trouble may come in and flood and 
encompass our lives, there still is a power that reveals our own 
possibilities. �e mere fact that none of us is living up to his 
best does not predicate that we never can.

Set no barriers for yourself. Admit no barricades or obsta-
cles. Anything in the way? Look at it, examine it, analyze your 
own relationship to the self-construction of it, clean up your 
own life and there will be an influx of that power to which there 
is no limit—unlimited you! You are unlimited! �ere is no limit 
for you!

I knew a woman not many years ago who was stricken 
with polio—infantile paralysis—and as happens so frequently 
with adults, the resultant paralysis was tragic. One of those 
well-meaning ladies, you know the type, came into her sick-
room where she was experiencing the tragedy of it, and said to 
her: “Oh, my dear, I suppose an illness like this does color one’s 
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life, doesn’t it?” And this great soul replied, “Yes, it does color 
one’s life, but I choose the color!”

�e trouble is, in this complicated period in which we are 
all living, the very atmosphere is charged with frustration—and 
assault upon unity and harmony; discord is the theme. We are 
in chaos. And what is true of the world society is true of our 
little individual world, the one inside us that is so important to 
us. �e world basically and fundamentally is constituted on the 
basis of harmony. Everything works in co-operation with some-
thing else. In the entire world of the physical universe every law 
is dovetailed into every other. �e whole cosmic reality is inte-
grated by one harmonic whole, and whenever discord anywhere 
comes into the picture, trouble arises. �at is not only true of 
the cosmos of which we are a part, but it is also true of your life 
and mine in the little orbit in which we life.

How can we develop a technique for the manifestation of 
harmony, in spite of the storms around us? How can we keep our 
own integration in such operations so that disease and discord 
and confusion can never touch a single iota of our own con-
stituency? Is that possible? Not entirely possible, though it was 
for some who have lived: Saint Francis of Assisi, the immortal 
and everlasting Gandhi, and I think for Dr. Albert Schweitzer 
down in the wilds and jungles of Africa, and for the classic 
example of all the history of humanity—the Master of Men. 
All the evil that can be designed against you can be dissipated 
and eradicated by the presence of that divine harmony. �ere is 
strength and beauty in it, nothing fragile or weak. It is strong; 
it is unlimited; for beauty is power; truth has vitality; unity has 
power. �ey are the great, positive, creative, unlimited forces of 
life. I like in this connection to think of some lines from a poem 
of Ella Wheeler Wilcox:
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You will be what you will be; 
Let failure find its false content 

In that poor word “environment”; 
But spirit scorns it and is free.

Be not impatient in delay,
But wait as one who understands; 
When spirit rises and commands 

�e gods are ready to obey.

�e river seeking for the sea 
Confronts the dam and precipice,
Yet knows it cannot fail or miss; 

You will be what you will be! 
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Even without worldly wealth it’s possible for you to …

BE GENEROUS!
by W. CLEMENT STONE 

Be generous! Give to those whom you love; give to those 
who love you; give to the fortunate; give to the unfortu-

nate; yes—give especially to those to whom you don’t want to 
give.

Your most precious, valued possessions and your greatest 
powers are invisible and intangible. No one can take them. You, 
and you alone, can give them. You will receive abundance for 
your giving. �e more you give—the more you will have!

Give a smile to everyone you meet (smile with your eyes)—
and you’ll smile and receive smiles… 

Give a kind word (with a kindly thought behind the 
word)—you will be kind and receive kind words…

Give appreciation (warmth from the heart)—you will 
appreciate and be appreciated…

Give honor, credit and applause (the victor’s wreath)—you 
will be honorable and receive credit and applause…

Give time for a worthy cause (with eagerness)—you will be 
worthy and richly rewarded…

Give hope (the magic ingredient for success)—you will 
have hope and be made hopeful…
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Give happiness (a most treasured state of mind)—you will 
be happy and be made happy…

Give encouragement (the incentive to action)—you will 
have courage and be encouraged…

Give cheer (the verbal sunshine)—you’ll be cheerful and 
cheered…

Give a pleasant response (the neutralizer of irritants)—you 
will be pleasant and receive pleasant responses…

Give good thoughts (nature’s character builder)—you will 
be good and the world will have good thoughts for you…

Give prayers (the instrument of miracles) for the godless 
and the godly—you will be reverent and receive blessings, more 
than you deserve!

Be generous! Give!
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�ere are two things you can do when you make a mistake. You 
can feel sorry for yourself and give up or you can learn…

HOW TO PROFIT FROM YOUR 
MISTAKES
by DOUGLAS LURTON 

So you have made a mistake or many mistakes! So have we 
all. But all do not realize that there are intelligent ways as 

well as stupid ways of confronting errors. �e smart approach is 
to recognize that it’s not so much the mistakes you have made as 
what you do about those mistakes that really counts—on your 
job, in a career, in dealing with others at home and elsewhere. 
You can duck and dodge and alibi and mope and give up trying 
to eliminate and correct mistakes, or you can use your head and 
profit from your own errors and those of others.

1. You pro�t by facing mistakes squarely. Don’t alibi. 

Man’s ego is such that he has an instinctive urge to alibi failure 
and rationalize what he does, particularly when he makes mis-
takes. �at way he loses. He profits, however, if he intelligently 
faces up to mistakes, accepts responsibility, and doesn’t hide in a 
fog of his alibis. He profits when he refuses to become a fugitive 
from the reality of his errors.

You probably recognize the other fellow’s alibis more clearly 
than your own. You know the folks who in a boom blame the 
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inflation, in a depression blame the season or the weather or the 
dog or the cat.

Perhaps he who alibis and runs way from his problems may 
live to alibi another day, but he’s not likely to be a winner. You 
can rationalize yourself into a rut of mediocrity or even into an 
asylum. You can alibi yourself out of a job or out of a promo-
tion. �ere is a study of why thousands were fired from scores of 
corporations. More were discharged for sheer carelessness, more 
for simple failure to cooperate, more for plain unadulterated 
laziness, than for lack of specific skill on the job. And yet it is 
safe to say that every one of these thousands of failures had a list 
of perfect alibis and refused to face up to his or her mistakes.

2. You pro�t if you don’t let mistakes get you down. 

�e strong men and women bounce back after making mis-
takes. �ey have the courage to try to avoid repetition of errors 
and to improve. �e weaklings make mistakes and don’t bounce 
back. �ey develop fear of trying again and having to make 
good. �ey wallow in regrets for past errors. Self-pity is a spoiler. 
Remorse is a saboteur that can hold you back on any job and in 
any walk of life.

Babe Ruth whammed out home runs, but also fanned 
1330 times and didn’t sulk about it. �omas Edison made 
countless mistakes in his laboratories. Abraham Lincoln failed 
in many ventures. �e notable inventor Charles F. Kettering 
would be the last to claim he never made a mistake. But all of 
these countless others in more obscure places had one thing in 
common—they didn’t let their mistakes get them down. �ey 
recognized that courage has magic in it, and they bounced back 
after failure and tried again—and won.

3. You pro�t if you learn how to take criticism. 

�e first, almost instinctive reaction to criticism is resentment. 
Your feelings are hurt! Your ego seems under attack, and an 

A Treasury of Success Unlimited.indd   24 9/15/15   9:10 AM



25

You Unlimited

assault on your ego is like a small attack on your life. Many of 
us resent even our own self-critical thoughts and dismiss them 
quickly. �e multitude resents criticism coming from others 
and sets up face-saving defenses. But the smart, fully mature 
man or woman determines to profit from criticism and learns 
how to take it intelligently.

Adverse criticism may be offered from downright meanness 
or carelessness; or it may come from a sincere desire to help. 
Anyone interested in self-advancement should listen to criticism 
either mean or honestly offered with this in mind: �e more true 
the criticism may be, the more it may hurt. Unjust criticism can 
be rather easily brushed to one side, but if it really stings, the 
intelligent approach is to seek out the elements of truth that 
may be involved and take steps to avoid any possible repetition 
of the criticism.

4. You pro�t most by learning from your own mistakes and 
those of others. 

Learning from mistakes is a neat trick that you can acquire if 
you want to. It is a neat trick because actually we don’t necessar-
ily learn much by so-called experience. �at may seem to be a 
challenging statement—and it is. But it is a statement that can 
be proved easily.

A doctor with fifty years of experience is not necessarily a 
better doctor than one with ten years of experience. A half-cen-
tury as a craftsman does not necessarily mean that an individual 
is better than one with a few years of experience. It all depends 
on how alert the individual is, how selective he is in piling up 
his experience.

For instance, “experienced” bricklayers laid bricks for thou-
sands of years in very much the same old way. From generation 
to generation master bricklayers repeated the methods they had 
been taught as apprentices. �eir instruction included experience 
in repeating the mistakes as well as the skills of their craft. �ey 
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learned to lay brick through experience, but they didn’t learn 
from mistakes how to eliminate much lost motion, much of 
doing it the hard way. It was not until Dr. Frank Gilbreth stud-
ied the old “experienced” methods and applied a bit of scientific 
analysis that experienced bricklayers were taught how to lay 
many more bricks in much less time and with much less effort.

Unless we learn how to ferret our mistakes and learn from 
them, all too many of us may practice our mistakes as assidu-
ously as we practice our successes.

John D. Rockefeller was a master at analyzing his mistakes 
as well as his successes. Each night Rockefeller set aside ten 
minutes during which he reviewed and analyzed what he had 
done during the day. He was critical of all of his actions and 
judgments and studied them carefully to sort out the mistakes 
when they occurred, to analyze them, to learn from them.

In his way Rockefeller was using the “scientific” approach 
to benefit from his mistakes. It is an approach that is used either 
consciously or unconsciously by all desiring to profit from mis-
takes and succeed in their occupational and home life and their 
relations with other people. Here are the steps:

Step one—Determine carefully just what it is you are try-
ing to accomplish and why. What is the job of the moment? 
What is its purpose?

Step two—What are the pertinent facts involved? Can you 
get additional facts bearing on your problem from friends, from 
reading, from associates and leaders or others in a position to 
know?

Step three—After considering all of the facts available you 
should be able to determine various possible courses of action 
and consider each possible course carefully. Study both its 
advantages and its disadvantages.

Step four—Narrow down the possible courses of action to 
the one that comes closest to accomplishing your purpose.
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Step �ve—If you have carefully followed the first four steps 
and not done a lot of conclusion-jumping, you may be sure 
that your analysis has given you the one best course of action 
for you, and the important step is to do something about it, 
beginning now.

5. You learn by taking courage from the fact that others, 
even the famous, make mistakes also. 

�ere is a certain measure of comfort for all of us in knowing 
that there is no man or woman who hasn’t made mistakes. No 
doubt it was this fact that prompted the humorist Mark Twain 
to point out that man is the only animal who blushes—or needs to!

�ere is rarely a biography or autobiography that doesn’t 
reveal painful and sometimes costly mistakes. Many mistakes 
are hidden, but may are broadcast to the world. Not long ago 
an entire book was filled with the boners and bloopers of scores 
of the most noted radio and television stars—and when you 
stumble on the air millions know it!

�ere can and have been mistakes before the throne and 
in the seclusion of laboratory or home or factory. Sir Walter 
Scott, backing away from King George IV of England, sat down 
hard and smashed a goblet as well as his composure; but his 
blushes didn’t hold him down. Mistakes in full or in part were 
responsible for certain wallboards, vulcanized rubber, X-rays, 
aniline colors, photography, dynamite, fiber glass, and many 
other inventions by people who learned from mistakes.

It is no crime to make mistakes as long as you are trying. 
It is, however, almost a crime against yourself, at least, to just 
be around and do nothing. And the gravest mistake of all is to 
continue practicing mistakes without learning to minimize or 
eliminate those errors.

It’s not the mistakes you make, but what you do about those 
mistakes that really counts.
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Life will double in enjoyment for you  
when you finally realize that… 

NOW IS YOUR TIME!
by DR. LOUIS BINSTOCK 

No man can be said to be truly happy unless he has attained 
peace of mind—an inner security—a calm contentment. 

A man may experience many joys but he is not necessarily 
happy. He may know many pleasures but he is not necessarily 
happy. One of the best definitions of happiness that has crossed 
my reading road is one fashioned by William Henry Channing, 
“To live content with small means, to seek elegance rather than 
luxury and refinement rather than fashion; to be worthy not 
respectable, and wealthy not rich; to study hard, think quietly, 
talk gently, act frankly; to listen to the stars and birds, to babes 
and sages with open heart; to bear all cheerfully, do all bravely, 
await occasions, hurry never; in a word, to let the spiritual 
unbidden and unconscious grow up through the common.”

�e ancient rabbis have put it in this wise: “Who is rich? 
Only the man who rejoices in his portion, that is, the con-
tented man.” Perhaps no better solution has been found than 
the one discovered by Granpa Tubbs who had been stubborn 
and crabbed for years. No one in the village could please him. 
�en, overnight, he changed. Only sweetness and light radiated 
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from his personality. �e villagers were astounded. “Granpa,” 
they cried, “what is it that caused you to change so suddenly?” 
“Well, sir,” the old man replied, “I’ve been striving all my life 
for a contented mind. It’s done no good. So I’ve just decided to 
be contented without it.”

Some years ago I saw Joe E. Brown in the play Harvey. He 
was the shining star of the production. Afterwards, I had the 
pleasure of meeting him. I asked him what he liked most about 
the play. He replied: “�e line in which Harvey’s drink-happy 
friend says, ‘I always have a wonderful time just where I am, 
whoever I am with.’” I have thought about that line a great deal 
and the more I have thought about it, the more I have become 
convinced that Joe E. Brown was right. �e basic lesson we 
must learn is that you cannot conquer reality by running away 
from it. You must meet and deal with it wherever it is, whenever 
it is, however it is, with whomever it is. �ere is the best place 
and really the only place where you can find lasting happiness.

Some time ago, while reading the biography of the Dutch 
painter Vincent Van Gogh, who struggled in poverty and pain 
all his days and died at too young an age, it would seem, to have 
reaped a sufficient reward for all his sacrifice and suffering, I 
ran across a significant passage in a letter to his brother �eo. 
It reads: “It would not make me so melancholy, Brother, if you 
had not added something that worries me. You say ‘let’s hope 
for better times.’ You see, that is one of those things we must be 
careful of. To hope for better times must not be a feeling but an 
action in the present. For the very reason that I felt strongly the 
hope for better times, I threw myself with all my strength into 
the work of the present without thinking of the future.” Van 
Gogh was not satisfied just to hope for better times. He toiled 
and sweated in order to make better times. He lived a short time 
but he left a glorious heritage to mankind.

Too many of us waste our years waiting for better times in 
the future or wondering about better times in the past, instead 
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of working for better times in the present. If only we had lived 
in better times or had been born in better times! If only we 
lived with better people or belonged to a less underprivileged 
and despised group! If only we lived in a better home or a better 
town! If only we had a better business or a better job! If—if—if! 
Tomorrow—tomorrow—tomorrow! But today is always here; 
yesterday is gone, and tomorrow may never come. No, now 
is the time—here is the place. �is is the person. �is is your 
home. �is is your job. �is is your wife—your husband—your 
child—your mother—your friend. �is is your people. �is is 
your country. �is is your generation. You can have a wonderful 
time just where you are, just when you are, just how you are, 
just with whoever you are.
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