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PREFACE

In Webster’s New World Dictionary, “gold” is defined as 
both a precious metal and money. “Standard” is defined as 

something used as a basis or rule of comparison in measuring 
and demonstrating reliability and/or approval. Upon reviewing 
the works of Dr. Napoleon Hill, it is not difficult to understand 
why Judith Williamson chose Napoleon Hill’s Gold Standard as 
the appropriate title for this book on life’s riches. Beginning his 
writings as a 13-year-old living in the mountains of Southwest 
Virginia and continuing for seven decades, Dr. Hill honed 
his writing ability. He mined for gold in the lives of those he 
researched and documented in his major works that include 
Law of Success and Think and Grow Rich. Over his lifetime, 
his readership inherited his golden legacy in the form of all his 
written works.

Judith Williamson is a longtime advocate of Dr. Hill’s suc-
cess principles. She studies them, teaches the Keys to Success 
Course at Purdue University, and presents seminars, workshops, 
and lecturing engagements that have taken her to the far points 
of the globe. Her knowledge, speaking ability, and presenta-
tions have been praised by participants worldwide. 

Additionally, Judy has Dr. Napoleon Hill’s archives housed 
at the Napoleon Hill World Learning Center located on the 
campus of Purdue University-Calumet in Hammond, Indiana. 
Herein is a wealth of information, some personal, and some 
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historical but of tremendous value for its content and interest 
for devotees of Napoleon Hill.

The material in the Napoleon Hill World Learning Cen-
ter’s archives includes original copies of Hill’s magazines. From 
1919 to 1923, Hill had two monthly magazines—Napoleon 
Hill’s Magazine and Napoleon Hill’s Golden Rules Magazine. In 
A Lifetime of Riches, Hill’s biography by Michael J. Ritt Jr. and 
Kirk Landers, it is stated that the magazines should not have 
been successful at the time, but they were. Starting on a small 
budget, Hill did the writing, editing, and selling himself. As 
Hill panned for gold in the success stream of life, he began to 
enrich himself and others with what he uncovered. 

You will be greatly rewarded if you read the articles Ms. 
Williamson presents in Napoleon Hill’s Gold Standard. Some 
of these will appeal to your particular need due to where you 
are on your success journey. If you study the material and find 
that a trait such as flexibility is lacking in your character, you 
should read the article again thoroughly and make the neces-
sary changes in your behavior so you too can mine the gold 
from the information.

As a former bank president, I thoroughly endorse Napoleon 
Hill’s Gold Standard as a source of riches that you can take 
to the bank! Your profit from the book will materialize in the 
riches you uncover while living your life’s purpose. Knowing 
what to do is great, but applying what you have learned is the 
real secret to success. You gain your greatest riches in life when 
you read, study, and take action on what you have learned.

Don Green
Executive Director

The Napoleon Hill Foundation
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INTRODUCTION

It is my pleasure to share with you readings from Napoleon 
Hill’s writings that range from his earliest to his latest 

works. Selections are included from his essays, his books, and 
his capstone course: PMA Science of Success. In addressing 
these writings, I enjoyed fast forwarding to today’s current 
application of his philosophy. Remembering that “there is 
nothing new under the sun,” it is refreshing to align Dr. Hill’s 
thoughts with my interpretation and application of them in 
today’s ever-changing world.

Whether you are a student, a business person, an entre-
preneur, or a teacher, you will glean much information from 
the shared material in this volume. Dr. Hill was and contin-
ues to be the inspiration for many self-help books, management 
books, and educational materials that expand on his 17 Princi-
ples of Success.

I know of no better teacher under which to begin the 
examination of your own life and performance. By using the 
shared secrets uncovered during his lifetime of research and 
practice, Dr. Hill guides you step by step in becoming the per-
son you were meant to be.

This material is pure, unadulterated gold, and hence the 
title of the book—Napoleon Hill’s Gold Standard.

In studying any self-help motivational material, it is always 
a worthy choice to trace the material back to its original source. 
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When you go on this treasure hunt using Dr. Hill’s writings, 
you will not come up empty-handed. Rather, as you prospect 
for gold, your investment of time will pay off in increased earn-
ings in your field of choice.

So, I commend you to the material. There are 52 chap-
ters, which equate to one per week. Read a little, reflect a lot, 
and then when you uncover the secret, put it into immediate 
action. As Dr. Hill states:

When a plan comes through to your conscious 
mind while you are open to the guidance of 
Infinite Intelligence, accept it with appreciation 
and gratitude and act on it at once. Do not hesi-
tate, do not argue, challenge, worry, fret about it, 
or wonder if it’s right. Act on it!

By reading this book you are acting on your explicit faith 
that you can become the person you desire to be. By raising 
your sights to your “higher self,” you are visualizing the pic-
ture-perfect outcome for your purpose and plan here on earth.

Enjoy your journey. Enjoy the book.
Judith Williamson

Director
Napoleon Hill World Learning Center
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CHAPTER 1

If we view success as not necessarily finding the pot of 
gold at the end of the rainbow but being able to meet 
the challenges we encounter as we go about trying to 
attain our Definite Major Purpose, we will be able 
to remain positive. 

—Eliezer A. Alperstein, CPA

Today we are hearing more and more about the necessity for 
change. Change is required to avoid the accumulation of 

many harmful traits such as complacency, stagnation, inertia, 
resistance, sluggishness, and self-satisfaction. Those who are 
not desirous of change are said to be caught in a comfort zone 
most often of their own making. If allowed, comfort zones 
become ruts that we fall into and eventually become graves. If 
we allow our attitudes to become “grayish,” we risk becoming 
old and spent before our time.

How do we embrace change? I have heard that one way is 
to respond to a suggestion for change with “Yes, and…” rather 
than “Yes, but….” The first response is open and offers addi-
tional ideas, while the second more common, more “polite” 
way tends to be veiled criticism. By saying “Yes, but…” a per-
son is really negating the idea being put forward. This is often 
termed “constructive criticism.” On the other hand, by saying 
“Yes, and…” the door remains open for acceptance and the 
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ongoing opportunity to mingle ideas instead of verbally slam-
ming the door in someone’s face.

Our attitudes can become hardened like our arteries. 
Our mental diet is as significant or perhaps more signifi-

cant than our regular eating plan. It has been said that we are 
what we eat. Also, obviously, we are what we think. Mental and 
physical characteristics go hand in hand. Have you ever heard 
someone called a sourpuss, a scatterbrain, a flake, a parasite, 
or even a jackass? These are not meant to be complimentary 
terms; however, they are representative of attitudes that have 
so hardened that they now take on physical characteristics. 
Wouldn’t it be better to be known friendly and helpful, an hon-
est person, a leader, or even a mover and shaker?

We can change our personality descriptors by changing our 
attitudes. Attitudes color our disposition and then slowly but 
systematically mold our character. Character then determines 
our destiny. Change begins inside each of us and expands to 
the outer limits of our physical selves. Next, the energy we 
generate touches those whom we come into contact with in a 
contagious way. Do you wish to be the harbinger of sickness or 
health? Goodness or evil? Heaven or hell? The answer lies in 
the attitude you display for the world to see. If yours isn’t what 
you envision it to be, it’s time to make a change. 

Begin today by saying “yes” instead of “no” as opportuni-
ties are presented. View life as a gift waiting to be unwrapped, 
not as a delete function on your keyboard. It will make all 
the difference to your future if you open yourself and embrace 
opportunities that come to you daily. In the end, you will be 
the better for it.
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The Importance of Change
Napoleon Hill

Of the utmost significance is the fact that the Creator provided 
man with the one and only means by which he has broken away 
from the animal family and ascended into spiritual estates, where 
he may be the master of his own earthly fate. The means thus 
provided is the law of change. By the simple process of changing 
his mental attitude, man can draw for himself any pattern of life 
and living he chooses and make that pattern a reality. This is the 
one and only thing over which man has been provided with irre-
vocable, unchallenged, and unchallengeable powers of absolute 
control—a fact which suggests that it must have been considered 
by the Creator to be the most important prerogative of man.

Dictators and would-be world conquerors come and they go. 
They always go because it is not a part of the overall plan of the 
universe for man to be enslaved. It is rather a part of the eternal 
pattern that every man shall be free, to live his own life his own 
way, to control his thoughts and his deeds, to make his own earth-
ly destiny.

That is why the philosopher, who looks backward into the 
past to determine what is going to happen in the yet unborn fu-
ture, cannot get excited because a Hitler or a Stalin momentarily 
basks in the light of his own ego and threatens the freedom of 
mankind. For these men, like all others of their ilk who have pre-
ceded them, will destroy themselves with their own excesses and 
vanities and their lusts for power over the free world. Moreover, 
these would- be stranglers of human freedom may be only de-
mons who unwittingly serve as shock troops to awaken man from 
his complacency and make way for the change that will bring 
new and better ways of living.

Nature leads man through change after change by peaceful 
means as long as man cooperates, but she resorts to revolutionary 
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methods if man rebels and neglects or refuses to conform to 
the law of change. The revolutionary method may consist of the 
death of a loved one or a severe illness; it may bring a failure 
in business, or the loss of a job, which forces the individual to 
change his occupation and seek employment in an entirely new 
field, where he will find greater opportunities which he would 
never have known if his old habits had not been broken up.

Nature enforces the law of fixation of habits in every living 
thing lower than man, and just as definitely enforces the law 
of change in the habits of man. Nature thus provides the only 
means by which man may grow and evolve in accordance with 
his fixed position in the overall plan of the universe.

Thomas A. Edison’s first major adversity was experienced 
when his teacher sent him home after only three months in 
a grade school, with a note to his parents saying he did not 
have the capacity to take an education. He never went back to 
school–a conventional school, that is–but he began to school 
himself in the great University of Hard Knocks, where he gained 
an education which made him one of the greatest inventors 
of all times. Before he was graduated from that university he 
was fired from one job after another, while the hand of Destiny 
guided him through the essential changes which prepared him 
to become a great inventor. A formal schooling perhaps would 
have spoiled his chances of becoming great.

Nature knows what she is about when adversity, physical 
pain, sorrow, distress, failure and temporary defeat overtake 
one. Remember this and profit by it the next time you meet 
with adversity. And instead of crying out in rebellion, or shiv-
ering with fear, hold your head high and look in all directions 
for that seed of an equivalent benefit which is carried in every 
circumstance of adversity.

Source: You Can Work Your Own Miracles by Napoleon Hill, Fawcett 
Columbine, New York, 1971; pages 33-34.
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CHAPTER 2

As you know, the seed of all success is Definiteness 
of Purpose. Often we talk about using a road map: 
without a specific destination, you can’t choose a route. 

—Christopher Lake

H 
ere are five facts worth remembering:

1. Thoughts are things.

2. Our choices create our outcomes in life.

3. What we think about we become.

4. A positive mental attitude is the right mental at-
titude in all circumstances.

5. Our minds can only entertain one thought and/
or emotion at a time.

These simple, yet powerful statements can change your life. 
By putting these ideas into positive, daily action, a “ho-hum,” 
mundane existence can blossom into something miraculous. 
Just as the butterfly transitions from the earthbound caterpil-
lar and takes to the air, so too can this magical metamorphosis 
occur in your life. The pattern of existence seems to indicate 
that first one grows roots and then wings. As your wings begin 
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to bud, expand, and prepare you for flight, why not work to 
better understand the aerodynamics of your invisible self?

Two fantastic books that do just this are: Your Greatest 
Power and How to Become a Mental Millionaire. Don Green, 
Executive Director of the Napoleon Hill Foundation, states that 
“Many people can’t be successful in the best of times because 
they have failed to make use of this greatest power—the power 
to choose. Other people apply this greatest power…the power to 
choose…and are successful even in bad times because they refuse 
to let adversity stop them…they will persist until they succeed.”

These times can be viewed optimistically or pessimistically 
depending on the mindset we create. Good always exists within 
the bad, and vice versa. Training yourself to focus on the good 
enables you to recognize the good when it presents itself in your 
life. Likewise, focusing on the bad attracts more of the same 
to you because you have set up an antenna for it. Thoughts 
migrate just like birds and fish. There is an instinctual hom-
ing device that directs their movements. Unlike creatures that 
are programmed by instinct, humans create their own patterns. 
What patterns are you designing for your life? You do have the 
power to choose. Choose wisely and on purpose.
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Your Unused Riches
Napoleon Hill

“Do the thing,” said Emerson, “and you shall have the power.”
Your greatest asset is one which you may not have properly 

evaluated.
It is the one asset with which you may lift yourself into 

whatever position or circumstance you desire, and it is one you 
can never lose through the perfidy of others, nor can it be taken 
from you or stolen.

It is appropriately called your “greatest asset” because it is 
the one thing over which you have complete, unchallengeable 
power of control, and it must have been so regarded by your 
Creator because it is the only thing over which you were given 
the exclusive usage.

Your greatest asset is your privilege of taking possession of 
your own mind and directing it to the attainment of purposes 
of your own choice.

This exclusive privilege carries with it profound riches as 
a reward for your using it wisely, and unmerciful penalties for 
your failure to embrace and use it wisely.

Among the riches with which you will be regarded for 
controlling and directing your own mind are financial security, 
sound health, peace of mind, the affection of friends and loved 
ones, and a station in life of your own choice. Among the pen-
alties you may have to pay for failure to take possession of 
your own mind are poverty, ill health, fear and worry, loss of 
friends, and unanswered prayers.

Your mind was given to you to be used for all your needs 
in the business of negotiating your way through life in a style of 
your own choice. Like any organ or muscle of your body, the 
brain in which your mind functions will atrophy and wither 
away through disuse.
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The highest and the noblest use you can make of your mind 
is by development of a sixth sense through which you may 
communicate with the source of all wisdom when you pray.

And the more you depend upon prayer for guidance in all 
of your acts, the stronger will your mindpower become, until 
there will come a time when you may communicate with In-
finite Intelligence instantaneously at will.

The late Charles P. Steinmetz once expressed the belief that 
the time would come when the act of prayer would be as sci-
entific and as definite as the rules of mathematics or the laws 
of physics. Other great thinkers have expressed a similar belief.

Source: Success Unlimited.
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